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a+ By the King. 
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V Inſtructions and Directions, giuen by his Maieſtie vnder 
his Great Seale of England, bearing date the 7 day of February. 
AN 


N N ©; D () M. 1610. 


To the Maſter, and Counſell of the Court of Wardes and Liueries. 


27 AMES, by the grace of GO D King of England, Scotland, France 


==] WL and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. To Our right truſtie, and right welbeloued Coulin and Counſcllo2 
| r yp Roszxr Earle of Salisbury, Our High Treaſourer of England, and Maſter of Our Court of Wards and —— 1 — 
HERE AS 


. to Our truſtie and welbeloued the Counſell of the ſame Court foz the time being, Greeting. V 


*. 


I 
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by common experience. inthe courle which hath beene held, ſince the firlt erection of Our Court of ydardes and Liueries. 
I That partir bi nackneſſe of the friendsof the wardes vpon the deceaſe of the parents oz Anceſtours (who haue fozbozne 
7; tooffer timely Compoſition, ſometimes with opinion that no Tytle could be found fo2 145, and ſometimes with purpoſe to 


ſuppꝛeſſe theſame) and partly by the ſute of other men, the Cuſtody of the bodies and lands ol Our —— Da. 


S 
| = A mitted to ſuch perſong ſome foz one reſpect, ſome fo; a. ther, as (notwithſtanding the care and pꝛouidence { 
| Alter and Councellot Oui Court, tobinde hem in great Bonds and Coucnants foz the welleducating of the Childzen, and 
| ” ==  * teſernatton of their inheritance) haue beene careleſle of their education, married ſome in meane places, committed waſtes 
dſpoiles vpon their Lands. and in the end haue exacted greater ſummes ol money, foꝛ the marrtages of ſuch Wards, then they ought to haue done, 
reaſon oz equitie; notwithſtanding any their diſburſements whatſoeuer fo2 paſſing oꝛ pꝛocuring the fam. 
And whereas me haue beene alſo infoꝛmed by you the Maſter of Our ſapd Court, that by reaſon of the great difficulties that haue bene found by 
he Court, vpon ſight of Offices, and Surueyes onely, to ſet downe Compoſitions foꝛ udardſhips and Leaſes ot᷑ Wards lands, with ſuch eaualitie 
nd moderation betweene Us, and Our Subiects, as were iuſt and reaſonable: and that thꝛough want of due inkoꝛmation in that behalte, much of 
ep2ofit that you would haue raiſed foz &us, hath beene d:uerted to diuers Sutoꝛs and Committces,who by obſcuringthe trueth of the Wards eſtate, 
nd by miſinkoꝛming of the Court therein, haue reaped greater benefite , then was intended, if you could by oꝛdinarie meanes, haue come by the 
nowledge of their values; ſo as, both wee hate receiucd lelſe then otherwiſe we ſhould haue done, and the ward found little caſein many cafes, 
& 'Pherefoze, foꝛ the pzeuenting of theſe and the line inconucntences, and to the end that Our louing Subiects may ſtand aſſured, Chat Mee deſire 
othingmoze, then that their Childꝛen and their Lands, that ſhall fall vnto 43 by reaſon of Bardſhip, might afcer their deceaſe, bee committed to 
Heir neereſt and truſtieſt friends, oꝛ to ſuch as they by will. oꝛ otherwiſe, ſhail commit the charge vnto, vpon ſuch valuable conliderattons, as are iuſt 
(P11dreaſonable: And to the intent that the Parents and Anceſtours, may depart in greater Peace, in hope of this Our gracious fauour; and their 
ends may ſee their Childzen bꝛought vp in pietie and learning; and may tale ſuch care as is fit, fo: the pzeſeruation of their inheritance (if they wil 
ele the ſame in time, and by ſuch meancs as are fit andconuentent) we haue thought good hereby to require you, the Maſter and Counſell of Our 
[Pd Court, and the M aſter and Counſel of the ſaid Court foꝛ the time being, that in diſpoſing and committing of the cuſtodie of the bodies and Lands 
uch Our wards, whole Anceſtours haue deceaſed ſince the ninth day of January laſt,o2 ſhal die from and after the date of theſe pzeſents,and ol ſuch 


Peeots and Lunatickes, and their eſtates,as wall fall vnto vs from hencefoozth, you ſtrictly and carefully obſcrue theſe Our directions following, 
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IRST, That no Graunt oꝛ pꝛomiſe be made of the cuſtodie of the body oꝛ Lands of any warde, noꝛ any compoſition fox the ſame, vntill the 
end ol one moneth nert after the death of the Anceſtour of the ward. to the ende that the neereſt and truſtieſt friends of the Anceſtours. oz other 
perſons nominated by the Anceſtour in that behalfe, may in the meane time become Sutoꝛs foz the ſame, among whom choice may bee made of 


ye beſt and fitteſt. 
Also you ſhall doe your beſt endeuour to infoꝛme your ſelte as particularly as you may, by commiſſion , ſuruey, oz otherwile, of the trueth of the 


I. ards eſtate, as well of his inheritance as of his goods and chattels, and of the eſtate of the deceaſed Anceftour , and of all other due circum- 
- conſiderable, to the ende the compoſitions may bee ſuch, as may ſtand both with Our reaſonable pzofite, and with the abilitte of the hetreg 


. 


HMhat an tales and compolitions foz mardſhip ofthe Bodies, and Leaſesof Lands, bee made by the Maſter of the ſaid Court, and by ſuch perſons 
as are authoztzed by Statute in thatbehalfe. Neuertheleſſe, the Surueyour of the Liueries, the Atturney of the Wardg. Kecetuer and Audi- 
Fours, 02 any foure of them without the Maſter, may treat with any to bꝛing the ſayd 1dardſhips and Leaſes to a pꝛice, openly in the Counſell Cham- 
- — = Court of wards, and acquaint the Maſter there with, in whoſe power it ſhall bee to allow oz diſallow of the ſame accozding to the ſard 
Datnowardſhip of the Body 02 Land ſhall be giuen 02 graunted to any perſon, oꝛ at his ſuite, in way of reward oz benefite, but the beſt pꝛice and 
value that all be offered, ſhall be taken to Our vſe: ſo alwayes as theneereſt and truſtieſt friends, oz the perſons nominatedby the Anceſtour. 


(they — the ſame in time conuenient as afozcſaid, and making fit Offer fo2 it) be pꝛeterred, and conſideration had or the Wards Eſtate, and or all 
ue Circumſtances conſiderable in ſuch caſes, 

Dat Leaſes of ards Lands be made without Fine, fo the beſt impzooued yeercly Kent that ſhall be offered, conſideration being hadok all due 
Cautions, as afozeſayd. 

Dat fellable mood, and Fines of Copy-holdsof Inheritance, be alſo reaſonably valewed and demiſed with the Lands, fozthe beſtxcerely Kents 
as afozeſayd; with pzouiſton toꝛ the fellable udoods, that the Leaſſees fell them by fit poꝛtions. IE 
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at Fines foz Copy-holds foz Liues, be made and raiſed to Our vſe, when and as often as the Court ; ; 
T Siioners to be appointed by the Maſter and Counſell of ourſaid Court, which Commiſſioners wall e tomake et bi of —— 


m 
holds to be granted, and truely to anſwere vnto vs, into Our receipt of Ourſayd Court, allſuchſummes without fraude oz couine, as by them (hall 


haue beene receiued, due conlideration being had ol their paines and expences. 


Dat you obſerue the like rules, oꝛders, cauttons, and conſiderations, as well foz Our pzofite , as otherwite, in commi 
1 ans, fellable woods, Fines of Copyholds of inheritance, oz foz Liues, of Jdeots, as by theſe Pzeſents are — on toy nom bode 
accoꝛding to the nature of the caſe, giuing to their friends, that will take charge or them, ſuch competent allowance foz their maintenance out of the 


eſtates of ſuch Jdeots, as the ſame will beare. 


ut touching Lunatikes, Let no compoſition be taken, foz the committing of them oꝛ their eſtates: but let ſuch care be had there be 

| Brrelp committed to their beft and neereſt friends, that can receiue no benefite by their death, and the — — to —— — 

values found by office, but the very tuft value of their Eſtates, vpon Account, foz the benefit of ſuch Lunaticke (if he recouer) 02 of the next heire due 
regard being had to the paines and charges of ſuch Committees, in keeping, maintaining, gouerning, and curing of the ſaid diſtracted Perſons, 


| Nd becauſe our purpoſe in this courſe which now is taken, is to raiſe with as little grieuance as may bee to Our louing Subiectg, that reaſo⸗ 

AR benefite which ought to come vnto vs by mariages of Our wards. and by the Leaſes of their Lands, (whereofa — hath & dtuer- 
ted by Graunts to Committees, and otherwile) ee doe hereby declare, That it is not Our meaning to change the courſe that hath beene fozmerly 
held and vled in finding Offices, noz to pꝛeſſe the railing oꝛ impꝛoouing of anyUalues oꝛ Rates in any Jnauilitions neither will we haue the Rents 
which all be reſerued vpon ſuch Leaſes, oz any ſuch Certificates, Jnfozmations, oz Inſtructions, as ſhall by any meanes be giuen oꝛ appeare, ofthe 
baluesofſuch Wards Lands oꝛ Eſtates, to be tranſcripted oz tranſmitted to any other Court, Office, place 02 perſon,02 admitted 02 vſed as Pzeſident, 
Eutdence,oz Jnducement, to charge Our Subiects in any other paiments, now oz hereafter anſwerable vnto uus, Our Heires oꝛ Ducceſſours, 02? 


| fozanyother cauſe. L 
AP further, fozaſmuch as we haue a good while ſince perceiued by you the aſter ofthe ſayd Court, that you are not onely ready anddeſirous,to\ 
imploy the vttermoſt of pour cares and endeauours, foz purſuing and effecting Our Directions, aſwell ſuch as ſhould concerne the increaſe of 
Our P2ofite , as thoſe that ſhould concerne the ſafety and pꝛeſeruation of their Eſtates, that are in this ſozt to bee protected by Us; but arelike- 
| wiſe moft deſirous in this time of Our vrgent neceſſities, that it may appeare, aſwellto the whole wozld, as it is ſetled in your owne conſcience, that 
vou are reſolued to fozgoe and abandon, all that benefite that might hereafter ariſe to pour ſelfe, oꝛ toanyother, by any ſuch Fines oꝛ Compoſitions, 
notwithſtanding any thing that hath beene taken oz challenged, by all the Maſters of the ſaid Court by continued Cuſtome , vſe , and pzeſcription, 
euer ſince the erection thereof ; Me haue thought good to require you, and ſo Me doe authoꝛiſe you hereby, that you giue oꝛder that euery perſon that 
thallpzoſecute ſuch Compoſition, foz the cuſtody of a Ward. Jdeot oz Lunatike,oz Leaſe of their Land, oz other Eſtate , ſhall bete any Graunt of the 
body, oꝛ Leaſe ofthe Land be deliuered vnto him vnder Seale ofour ſaid Court,take his coꝛpoꝛall Othe in open Court,oz by C mmiſſion (if the cauſe 
ſhall ſo require) befoze thzee Commiſſioners at theleaſt, whereofone to be a Juſtice ofthe Peace, to be certified and returned into the Court, befoze 


the deliuerie ol ſuch Graunt oꝛ Leaſe in maner and fozme following. Utz. 


I. B. doe ſweare, that neither I, nor any other to my knowledge, haue or hath giuen, or promiſed, procured, or conſented to giue or to be ziuen, any gift or reward, 
directly or indirectly, vnto any Officer or Officers of the Court of Wards and Liueries, or to any other perſon or perſons Whatſoeuer, for procuring any preferre- 
ment to compound before another, or for mitigation in the Price or payment, in any Compoſition ot Contract made or to bee made, for the Wardſhip of the bo- 
dy of I. S. his Maieſties Ward, and the Leaſe of any the ſaid Wards Lands, or for any of them. And that I will not giue, nor any with my conſent ſhall giue, or 


conſent to be giuen, any gift or reward, directly or indirectly, for the cauſes aforeſaid, or any of them, So helpe me God, 


N Euertheleſſe, me are well pleaſed and contented, that if any tdardſhip, Leair of Land,meane Rates befoze oꝛ after full Age, now be. oz hereaftex 
hall be concealedfrom Us, 02 if-no Suit ſhall be made within one yeer? nex: after Our Tenants death, ſoꝛ ſuch ndardibip oz Leaſe ; oz if vpon 

Suit made within the yeerc, an Office be found againſt das. oz the finding of the Office vnneceſlarily pzotracted after the yeere expired, withour tuft” 

cauſc allowed by the Court; that in ſuch caſes the Maſter may admit any fit perſon whatſoeucr, that ſhall make offer to diſcouer Our Right ſo con⸗ 


cealed,oz ſought to be concealed, oꝛ ſuppꝛeſſed /vpon good matter of pꝛoole ſhe wed foz As, and appꝛooued by the Court) to pꝛoſecute the finding of an 


Office, and to palle the ſaid wardſhip, Leaſe 22 meant Rates, without reſtraining oꝛ binding the ſatd Court, oz the parties pzolecuting, to the directt- 
ons aboue mentioned: but that the faſter of the ſaid Court, may accoꝛding to the parties trauaile, erpences, aduenture and ſeruice done vnto Us, 


reward him bygrant of ſuch ndardſhip, Leaſe oꝛ meane Rates, in ſuch ſozt as others may be encouraged to employ themſelues in the like ſeruice, and 
all deuices and pꝛactiſes to deceiue and defraud das ol Our due and iuſt Right, be better pꝛeuented. any thing in theſe Our Inftructions oz Directt- 
ons to the contrary notwithſtanding. Pꝛouided alwayes,and ſo Me doe hereby declare it tobe Our will and Pleaſure,that where it ſhall appeare to 
you, that neither We noꝛ Our Pꝛogenitoꝛs haue enioped any benefit, by ndardſhip, Liuerie, Pꝛimer ſeiſin,reliefe, reſpite of Bomage,Fines,02 meane 
rates of any Lands, within the ſpace of thꝛeeſcoꝛe yeres paſt, where ſuch benefit ought to haue come to the Crowne. if ſuch Tenures had bene acknow⸗ 
ledged, in ſuch caſes me are pleaſed to giue you power and authozitie to remit and releaſe.all ſuch benefit and p2ofit, as hath oz ought to haue accrued 
vnto dis, 02 Our P2ogenito2s, by reaſon ot any ſuch Tenures; allowing to ſuch perſons as haue pꝛoſecuted in Our behalfe,ſuch part thereof, as ſhall 
| ſecme good tn your difcretion, not exceeding a third part of the whole, as the ſame ſhall be found by Jnquilitton, ſauing to Us, Our Yeires and Suc⸗ 
cellours. the right and inheritancc of Our Tenures, and ſauing Our Pzcrogatiue,and the benefit and p2ofit of ſuch Tenures of Us, oꝛ Our Pzoge- 
nitours,as doe expꝛellp appeare by matter of Recoꝛd, andalſoſuch as haue beene created, 02 otherwiſe come vnto Us, within the ſame time of thzee- 


ſcoꝛe yeeres, 

Add now, as nde haue ſo ſufficiently directed you. as me make little doubt but you wil be carefullof our p2ofit,in the execution of your place; ſo ne⸗ 
uertheleſſe, me let you likewiſe know hereby, That ſceing Our owne iudgement teileth dis, that there may ail into your conſideration many 

circumſtances which mult guide you, in aſſeſſing the Fines fo2 marriages of Our Wards. and renting o their Lands, ſome ariſing out ofthe bzoken 

eſtate of the deceaſed, want of pꝛouiſion loꝛ his wife,his great charge ot childzen vnpꝛouided foz, infirmitte oꝛ tenderneſle of the Yeire, vncertaintie of 

the Title, oꝛ greatneſſe of incumbꝛance vpon the Land; ſoas ſome Heire, thatmayin reſpect of his Degree 02 Blood, oꝛ Liuing, in opinion of the 


woꝛld. be iudaed to deſerue a greater Fine oꝛ Rent, then ſome other perſon moze obſcure , may yet in regard of the cauſes aboue mentioned, ozſome o⸗ 
N - : we doe therefoze notwithſtanding any thing conteined in theſe Our Inſtructi⸗ 


ther of like ſo2t, be leſſe fit to haue any great charge layed vpon him; | | 
ons,giue you ful libertie, that as theſe oꝛ any the line conſiderations ſhall offer themſelues vnto you, you may vſe that good diſcretton, and conſcience 
which is fit,in mitigating 02 abating the Fines oꝛ Rents vpon the lad Grants 02 Leales to the rcliefe of ſuch neceſlities: ſo alwayegas care be taken, 
that by any ſuch pꝛetences, that pꝛollt which chould accrue vnto US, he not d2rived to any others, that ſhall ſeeke to dzaw to themſelues a pꝛiuate be» 
nefite out of this Our Gracious care and conlideratton, 
I Adi. Our will and pleaſure is, and ie doe hereby direct and authoꝛize you. the Maſter and Counſellofourſaid Court, and the Maſter and Coun- 
Lan of the ſame fo2 the time being, That with the aduiſe of Our Judges Aſſiſtants of Our ſapd Court, you diligently examine, ſearch out and res 
fozme allfraudulent deuices and p2actizes, deuiſed, oz to be deuiſed and put in vꝛe. to deceiue oz defeate US of Our n?ardſhips,o: Leaſes of Our tdards 
Lands. oꝛ of any due and iuſt benefit belonging vnto das, by reaſon of Our Tenures, In witneſſe whereof, Mee haue cauſed theſe Our Letters to be 


„— witnelle Our ſelſe at Weſtminſter, the day ol Febꝛuary, in the eight yeere ol Our Reigne of England, France, and Ireland, 
and of Scotland, the foure and fourtieth, 


« Imprintedat London by Robert Darker, 


51 Printer tothe Kings moſt Excellent LAM ateſtie. 
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